to be published. It will serve as an invaluable reference book not only for those working for examinations but also for anyone wishing to obtain detailed information on any specific subject.
The chapter on obstetric anesthesia and analgesia written partly by the late Dr Hamer Hodges will be particularly appreciated. His untimely death created a gap in this aspect of the specialty which it will be difficult to fill. All the authors are recognized authorities in their chosen subject and Dr Hewer is to be congratulated on gathering together such a strong team.
The book is beautifully printed and the illustrations are clear and useful. It maintains in every way the high standards set by previous editions. There have been many centenary volumes, worthy, dull and tendentious. This one is funpartly because of the curious history of St John's Hospital but chiefly because of the puckish selection of material. Dr Brian Russell has done some splendid research in this delightful account of the first hundred years of the hospital. There are some choice quotations from the Lancet which neither liked the hospital nor approved of special hospitals: the uninhibited candour of the Lancet's criticisms are refreshing to a degree to read at this time when editors (and reviewers) are so carefully genteel. But in those days the Lancet was probably right and it was not until dermatologists from teaching hospitals associated themselves with St John's that the hospital began to climb from its lowly and slightly unsavoury status. All the serious facts are here, too, right up to the present day. There are attractive illustrations of the hospital and its locality, together with pictures of many of its leading personalities. This book makes ideal bedside reading. This is a worthy addition to the established series of 'Recent Advances' published by Churchill. It comes at an opportune time when there is much discussion about emergency and accident services to replace the outdated casualty departments, the poor orphans of many large hospitals.
It is not, however, everyone who will agree that an orthopaedic surgeon is the logical personto be the administrative director of such services. Each chapter deals with a specific aspect of trauma and the editor is to be congratulated on his choice of authors, all of whom have dealt extensively with their subjects and are established authorities.
Shock is still the villain of the accident tragedy, and it is perhaps a pity that more space for detail has not been given to this section. Some of the more recent advances in the treatment of normovolkmic shock with low molecular infusions could well have been added.
This minor criticism of omission is indeed praise to a book which has amassed a great deal of factual knowledge into a reliably compact manual, which deserves to find its way on to the shelf of every doctor who may come into contact with an accident case, whether it be in the initial treatment or in the process of recovery. JAMES 0 ROBINSON Practical Malariology by Paul F Russell MD MPH SCD(Hon), Luther S West PhD, Reginald D Manwell AM SCD and George Macdonald CMG MD FRCP 2nd ed pp xiv +750 illustrated 84s London: Oxford University Press 1963 The first edition of this book, which has for a long time been out of print, was published in 1946. Advances in malariology since that date have necessitated a thorough revision of the text and the rewriting of several chapters. In this task the original three authors have been joined by Professor G Macdonald of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.
A measure of the improved situation throughout the world is given by the statement that the main problems are now administrative, rather than technological, and that although malaria is still widely prevalent, its incidence is falling annually by tens of millions of cases.
The book is admirably produced, and the illustrations are clear. It can be recommended with confidence. Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1963 In lumbar discography the anatomy of the intervertebral disc is investigated by the injection of radiopaque material into the nucleus palposus.
The discogram when normal reveals the nucleus as a bilocular, discoid or rounded shadow. When the disc is degenerate the shadow of the nucleus is spread as a flattened layer over the whole adjacent surfaces of the vertebral body; if a protrusion has occurred its presence is indicated by the spread of dye through the annulus. The occurrence of back and lower limb pain in the distribution
